DEATH OF MILOSH.                        33!

for his former experience had not disabused him of
his autocratic ideas. He belonged to a past genera-
tion, and had learnt nothing, and forgotten nothing
during his long exile. His contemporaries, especially
the peasants, might look with gratitude upon the
great services which he had rendered to his country
in days gone by, and pardon his errors of judgment
and his despotic ways. But the rising generation,
which knew not the Milosh of the struggle for In-
dependence, was rapidly growing restive under his
patriarchal rule. No matter was too small, no detail
too trivial for his consideration, and he was greedy
of power to the last. With his death the heroic
age of modern Servia closed ; for, with all his faults,
Milosh was a hero, not of the ideal sort, but such
as are the makers of half-civilised Oriental States.
Panegyrists have tried to excuse his complicity in
the murder of his great rival, Kara George, which
will ever be a stain on his character, and there are
as many different interpretations of his conduct in
1813 as there are writers on the period. But, judged
according to the standard of Oriental rulers in that
age, Milosh was not much their inferior in character
and greatly their superior in ability. His name and
that of Kara George will ever be remembered in con-
nection with Servians emancipation from the Turk.